


2017 marks a historic milestone as we celebrate the 75th Anniversary 
of the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa which was 

founded by  Swami Nischalananda. We pay tribute to the founding members of the Centre and 
to all past Presidents, administrators, devotees, donors, volunteers and well-wishers and thank 

them for their vision and meaningful contribution to the growth of the Ramakrishna Movement in 
South Africa.

Over the past 75 years the Centre has been propagating the universal message 
of peace and harmony as demonstrated by Sri Ramakrishna, 

Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and Swami  Vivekananda in their own lives.

This year also marks the10th anniversary of the Centre becoming a Branch of the Worldwide Ra-
makrishna Mission, which has its Headquarters at Belur Math, West Bengal, India. 
The Ramakrishna Centre of SA is registered with the Department of Social Welfare 

(NPO No. 053-630-NPO) and is also a Public Benefit Organisation 
(PBO No. 930007651).

Banking Details for Donations: Standard Bank
Account Name: Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa

  Account Number: 05 24 05 10 9
Branch Code: 04 36 26



Our Emblem

Our Motto

“The wavy waters in the picture
are symbolic of Karma (seless service),

the lotus of Bhakti (sincere yearning for God),
and the rising-sun of Jnana (pursuit of knowledge).

The encircling serpent is indicative of Yoga (psychic control)
and awakened Kundalini Shakti,

while the swan in the picture stands for Paramatman.
Therefore, the ideal of the picture is that by the union of

Karma, Jnana, Bhakti and Yoga,
the vision of the Paramatman is obtained”.

~ Swami Vivekananda ~

“Atmano mokshartham jagad hitaya cha”
“For one’s own salvation and for the welfare of the world”

~ Swami Vivekananda ~
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Ramakrishna Math and 

Ramakrishna Mission are 

twin organizations which 

form the core of a worldwide 

spiritual movement, known 

as Ramakrishna Movement or 

Vedanta Movement.  

These twin organizations have set in motion a non-sectarian, universal spiritual movement 

which has been silently working for more than a hundred years to catalyse the spiritual 

regeneration of humanity and have been engaged in various forms of humanitarian, social 

service activities. Inspired by the ideals of renunciation and service, the monks of the Math 

and devotees of the Mission serve humanity, without any distinction of caste, religion or 

race.

The organizations were brought into existence by Sri Ramakrishna (1836-1886), the great 

19th century saint from Bengal who is regarded as the Prophet of the Modern Age, and 

Sri Ramakrishna’s chief disciple, Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), one of the foremost 

thinkers and religious leaders of the present modern age.

The chief catalyst in this ongoing transformation is India’s ancient religious philosophy 

known as Vedanta. Although several other systems of philosophy arose in India at different 

times, they were confined to small groups. Vedanta alone has remained the dominant 

philosophy of India’s religious tradition from Vedic times to the present day. In modern 

times this ancient system of thought has been unified and energized by Sri Ramakrishna, 

and expounded for the modern age by Swami Vivekananda and thus made available to all 

globally.

The Ramakrishna Order places utmost importance on personal spiritual unfoldment and 

selfless service. Inspired by the idea of the harmony of all faiths, its Centres encourage 

adherents of different faiths to meet in a spirit of friendship and mutual appreciation, 

and to learn from one another without having to give up one’s own faith. In the words of 

Sri Ramakrishna: “God has made different religions to suit different aspirants, lives and 
countries ... all doctrines are only so many paths; but a path is by no means God Himself. 
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Indeed one can reach God if one follows any of the paths with whole-hearted devotion.” 

The headquarters of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission are situated in Belur, West 

Bengal, India.  The entire campus of the headquarters is popularly known as ‘Belur Math’,          

sprawling over forty acres of land on the western bank of the river Ganga.

The Math and Mission have about 200 centres all over the world in India, Bangladesh, USA, 

Russia, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Fiji, France, Germany, Japan, Malaysia, Mauritius, 

Nepal, Netherlands, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, UK and South Africa. Besides these branch 

centres, there are several sub-centres and about a thousand unaffiliated centres (popularly called 

“private centres”) all over the world started by the devotees and followers of Sri Ramakrishna 

and Swami Vivekananda.

Main goals and objectives of the Ramakrishna Movement, based on the principles of Practical 

Vedanta, are:

R To spread the idea of the potential divinity of every being and how to manifest it through       

every action and thought.

R  To spread the idea of harmony of religions based on Sri Ramakrishna’s experience that all 

religions  lead to the realization of the same Reality known by different names in different 

religions.

R The Mission honours and reveres the 

founders of all world religions such as 

Buddha, Christ and  Mohammed.

R  To treat all work as worship, and service 

to man as service to God.

R To make all possible attempts to 

alleviate human suffering by spreading 

education, rendering medical service, 

extending help to villagers through rural 

development centres, etc.

R To work for the all-round welfare of 

humanity, especially for the uplift of the 

poor and the disadvantaged.

R  To develop harmonious personalities by 

the combined practice of Jnana, Bhakti, 

Yoga and Karma.
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The message of Sri Ramakrishna to the modern world, which he gave through his life and 

through his recorded conversations is summarised below.

Spiritual Ideal

One of the important contributions of Sri Ramakrishna is the re-establishment of the ideal 

of God- realization in the modern world. In a world in which people’s faith in traditional 

religions has been considerably reduced by the relentless attack of the forces of atheism, 

materialism and scientific thinking, Sri Ramakrishna established the possibility of having 

direct experience of transcendent Reality. His life has enabled thousands of people to 

gain or regain faith in God and in the eternal verities of religion. As Mahatma Gandhi 

has stated: “His (Ramakrishna’s) life enables us to see God face to face. No one can read 
the story of his life without being convinced that God alone is real and that all else is an 
illusion.”

Sri Ramakrishna
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Harmony of Religions

Sri Ramakrishna, however, is more well known all over the world as the Prophet of Harmony 

of Religions. He did not say that all the religions are the same. He recognized differences 

among religions but showed that, in spite of these differences, all religions lead to the 

same ultimate goal, and hence they are all valid and true. This view is nowadays known as 

“Pluralism”: Sri Ramakrishna is its primary originator. The uniqueness of Sri Ramakrishna’s 

view is that it was based, not on speculation, but on direct experience gained through 

actual practice. Since conflicts among religions and the rise of religious fundamentalism 

are a major threat to the peace, prosperity and progress of humanity, Sri Ramakrishna’s 

doctrine of harmony of religions has immense importance in the modern world. Regarding 

this, the distinguished British historian Arnold Toynbee has written:  “… Mahatma Gandhi’s 
principle of non-violence and Sri Ramakrishna’s testimony to the harmony of religions: 
here we have the attitude and the spirit that can make it possible for the human race to 
grow together into a single family – and in the Atomic Age, this is the only alternative to 
destroying ourselves.”

Bridge between the ancient and the modern

Sri Ramakrishna is the real link between the ancient and the modern. He showed how the 

ancient ideals and experiences could be realized even while following the normal modern 

way of life.

Boost to moral life

Sri Ramakrishna’s emphasis on truthfulness and renunciation of lust and greed has given 

a great boost to moral life in modern times. He also cleansed religious life of immoral 

practices, external pomp, miracle mongering, etc.

Divinization of love 

Sri Ramakrishna elevated love from the level of emotions to the level of the unity of all 

Selves in God. Although the principle of oneness of the Supreme Self and its immanence 

in all beings is a central point in the Upanishads, it was seldom applied in practical life. 

Sri Ramakrishna saw the Divine in his wife - Sri Sarada Devi, in his disciples, in others, 

even in fallen women, and treated them all with respect. The famous dictum of the New 

Testament, “God is Love”, found its verification in Sri Ramakrishna. Divinization of love 

and human relationships is another contribution of Sri Ramakrishna which has immense 

significance for the welfare of humanity.

5



The infancy and early foundational phase of the Ramakrishna Math and the Ramakrishna 

Mission was guided by the Holy Mother- Sri Sarada Devi. As described by Sister Nivedita 

“In her the world found a unique figure in its history, who combined in herself the roles 

of a perfect wife, nun, mother and teacher at the same time. In the endless procession 

of the members of the human species on this planet of ours, the Holy Mother stands out 

as a unique example, whose utter    innocence could melt even the hardest of hearts, 

who never looked at the fault of others, whose love never made any distinction between 

the deserving and the undeserving, in whose eyes the saint and the sinner were like her 

precious children, whose wide heart held all humanity in its maternal embrace, and who 

considered it a privilege to labor and to suffer for even the least of them. If we cannot 

see here the face of the all-loving Universal Mother, of God the Redeemer, where else can 

we?”

Sri Sarada Devi
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R God is one’s very own. It is an eternal relationship.

R	Ordinary human love results in misery. Love for God brings blessedness.

R	One who makes a habit of prayer will easily overcome all difficulties.

R	As wind removes the cloud, so the Name of God destroys the cloud of worldliness.

R	My child, you have been extremely fortunate in getting this human birth. Have intense 

devotion to God. One must work hard. Can one achieve anything without effort? 

 You must devote some time for prayer even in the midst of the busiest hours of the day.

R	One must perform work. It is only through work that the bondage of work will be cut asunder 

and one will acquire a spirit of non-attachment. 

R	One should always discriminate and strive hard for the realization of God. 

R	Even water, which has a natural tendency to flow downwards, is drawn up to the sky by the 

sun’s rays. In the same way, God’s grace lifts up the mind which has got a tendency to run 

after sense objects. 

R	Through spiritual disciplines the ties of past karma are cut asunder. But the realization of God 

cannot be achieved without ecstatic love for Him. 

R	It is idle to expect that dangers and difficulties will not come. They are bound to come.   

But for a devotee they will pass away under the feet like water. 

R	I tell you one thing - if you want peace, do not find fault with others. Rather see your ow 

faults. Learn to make the whole world your own. No one is a stranger, my child; the whole 

world is your own. 

R	All teachers are one. The same power of God works through them all.
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Making an objective assessment of Swami Vivekananda’s contributions to world culture, 

the eminent British historian A L Basham stated that “in centuries to come, he will be 
remembered as one of the main moulders of the modern world…” Some of the main 

contributions that Swamiji made to the modern world are:

New Understanding of Religion

One of the most significant contributions of Swami Vivekananda to the modern world is 

his interpretation of religion as a universal experience of transcendent Reality, common 

to all humanity. Swamiji met the challenge of modern science by showing that religion is 

as scientific as science itself; religion is the ‘science of consciousness’. As such, religion 

and science are not contradictory to each other but are complementary. This universal 

conception frees religion from the hold of superstitions, dogmatism, priestcraft and 

intolerance, and makes religion the highest and noblest pursuit – the pursuit of supreme 

Freedom, supreme Knowledge, supreme Happiness.

Swami Vivekananda
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New View of Man

Vivekananda’s concept of ‘potential divinity of the soul’ gives a new, ennobling concept 

of man. The present age is the age of humanism which holds that man should be the chief 

concern and centre of all activities and thinking. Through science and technology man 

has attained great prosperity and power, and modern methods of communication and 

travel have converted human society into a ‘global village’. But the degradation of man 

has also been going on apace, as witnessed by the enormous increase in broken homes, 

immorality, violence, crime, etc. in modern society. Vivekananda’s concept of potential 

divinity of the soul prevents this degradation, divinizes human relationships, and makes 

life meaningful and worth living. Swamiji has laid the foundation for ‘spiritual humanism’, 

which is manifesting itself through several neo-humanistic movements and the current 

interest in meditation, Zen etc. all over the world.

New Principle of Morality and Ethics

The prevalent morality, in both individual life and social life, is mostly based on fear – fear 

of the police, fear of public ridicule, fear of God’s punishment, fear of Karma, and so on. 

The current theories of ethics also do not explain why a person should be moral and be 

good to others. Vivekananda has given a new theory of ethics and new principle of morality 

based on the intrinsic purity and oneness of the Atman. We should be pure because 

purity is our real nature, our true divine Self or Atman. Similarly, we should love and serve 

our neighbours because we are all one in the Supreme Spirit known as Paramatman or 

Brahman.

Bridge between the East and the West

Another great contribution of Swami Vivekananda was to build a bridge between Indian 

culture and Western culture. He did it by interpreting Hindu scriptures and philosophy 

and the Hindu way of life and institutions to the Western people in an idiom which they 

could understand. He made the Western people realize that they had to learn much from 

Indian spirituality for their own well-being. He showed that, in spite of her poverty and 

backwardness, India had a great contribution to make to world culture. In this way he was 

instrumental in ending India’s cultural isolation from the rest of the world. He was India’s 

first great cultural ambassador to the West. On the other hand, Swamiji’s interpretation 

of ancient Hindu scriptures, philosophy, institutions, etc. prepared the mind of Indians to 

accept and apply in practical life two best elements of Western culture, namely science and 

technology, and humanism. Swamiji has taught Indians how to master Western science and 

technology and at the same time develop spiritually. Swamiji has also taught  Indians how 

to adapt Western humanism (especially the ideas of individual freedom, social  equality 

and justice and respect for women) to Indian ethos.
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The overall philosophy 

of Ramakrishna Math and 

Mission consists of the eternal 

principles of Vedanta as 

lived and experienced by Sri 

Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi 

and expounded by Swami 

Vivekananda.  This ideology 

has three characteristics: it is 

modern in the sense that the 

ancient principles of Vedanta 

have been expressed in the 

modern idiom; it is universal, 

that is, it is meant for the whole 

humanity; it is practical in the sense that its principles can be applied in day-to-day life to 

solve the problems of life.  

In summary the basic principles are:

1.  God realization is the ultimate goal of life: 

One of the important discoveries made in ancient India was that the universe arises from 

and is sustained by infinite consciousness called Brahman.  It has both impersonal and 

personal aspects.  The personal aspect is known by different names, such as God, Ishvar, 

Jehovah and so on. Realization of this Ultimate Reality is the true goal of life, for that 

alone can give us everlasting fulfilment and peace.

 

2.  Potential divinity of the soul: 

Brahman is immanent in all beings as the Atman which is man’s true self and source of all            

happiness.  But owing to ignorance, he identifies himself with his body and mind and runs 

after sense pleasures.  This is the cause of all evil and suffering. As ignorance is removed, 

the Atman manifests itself more and more. This manifestation of potential divinity is the 

essence of true religion
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3.  Synthesis of the Yogas: 

The removal of ignorance and manifestation of inner divinity leading to God realization 

are achieved through Yoga.  There are four main Yogas: Jnana Yoga (Yoga of Knowledge); 

Bhakti Yoga (Yoga of Devotion); Raja Yoga (Yoga of Meditation); Karma Yoga (Yoga of Work).  

Each Yoga is an independent means of realizing God.  But since each Yoga involves the 

cultivation of one of the faculties such as reason, feeling or will, a combination of all the four 

Yogas is necessary for the development of a balanced, ‘fully functioning’ personality.  It is 

this synthesis of Yogas that Swami Vivekananda regarded as the ideal of Ramakrishna Math 

and Mission.  This ideal finds expression 

in the EMBLEM of the twin organizations 

which was designed by Swamiji himself. 

 

4.  Morality based on strength:

According to Swami Vivekananda, 

weakness is the main cause of immorality, 

evil and suffering in life, and the cause 

of weakness is ignorance about one’s 

true nature as the Atman.  Knowledge of 

the Atman gives us tremendous strength 

to overcome our weakness and lead 

a virtuous life.  Everyone is endowed 

with so many potentialities, but owing 

to fear and weakness, most of these potentialities remain unactualized.  When, through 

knowledge of the Atman, fear and weakness are overcome, these potentialities manifest 

themselves.  Swamiji called this process ‘man-making education’.
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5.  Harmony of Religions: 

Although the idea that ‘one Reality is known by different names’ (Vedas) and the idea that 

‘different spiritual paths lead to the same goal’ (Gita) are found in the Hindu scriptures 

and in the teachings of several Hindu saints, Sri Ramakrishna was the first person in history 

to show through direct experience the transcendental unity of all religions.  His message 

implies two kinds of religious harmony: harmony within Hinduism and harmony among 

world religions.

 

   a.  Harmony within Hinduism: 

Sri Ramakrishna did not identify himself with any particular sect of Hinduism but accepted 

Hinduism as a whole.  He showed that Dualism, Non dualism and other schools of Hindu 

philosophy represent different stages of the integral experience of Reality, and that the 

various Hindu Deities are different aspects of one supreme Godhead.  His message has 

brought about a great deal of harmony among the Hindu sects, and Sri Ramakrishna 

himself has become the symbol of the unity of Hindu religion.

   b. Harmony among world religions:

It should be noted that Sri Ramakrishna recognized the differences among religions 

but showed that, in spite of these 

differences, they lead to the same 

Ultimate Goal.  This is the meaning 

of his famous maxim, Yato mat, tato 
path, “As many faiths, so many paths”.

Apart from this, Swami Vivekananda 

also held that the religions of the 

world are expressions of one eternal 

Universal Religion. Since Vedanta 

contains all the basic principles and 

laws of the spiritual world, Swamiji 

regarded Vedanta as that eternal 

Universal Religion. That is to say, 

Vedanta can serve as the common 

ground for all religions.

6.  Avatarhood of Sri Ramakrishna:  

According to the Hindu religious tradition, God incarnates himself as the Avatar in every 

Age in order to give a new message to humanity suited to the needs of each Age.  In the 

Ramakrishna Movement, Sri Ramakrishna is adored as the Avatar of the Modern Age.  

What this means is that his life and teachings have opened a new way of salvation for 
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humanity. The uniqueness of Sri Ramakrishna’s Avatarhood is that it embodies the spiritual 

consciousness of earlier Avatars and prophets, including those who are outside the Hindu 

fold, and is in harmony with all religious traditions.  In all the institutions of the Ramakrishna 

Order, worshipful reverence is shown to all Avatars and the founders of all religions.

7. A New Philosophy of Work: 

Swami Vivekananda has given a new philosophy of work for the modern world.  All work in the 

Ramakrishna Math and Mission is done according to this philosophy of work, which is based on 

the following principles:

 a.  According to Vedanta, the   physical universe is a manifestation of God known as Virat. 

 Hence, as Sister Nivedita has stated, there is ‘no distinction between the sacred and 

 the secular’.  What this statement means is that all work is sacred.  Even menial work such 

 as sweeping the floor or mending shoes is to be done with as much attention and devotion 

 as work in the shrine.

    b.  The Gita (18.46 & 9.24) states that the all-pervading God is the ultimate source of all 

 work and the enjoyer of the fruits of all sacrifice.  Hence all work is to be done as worship 

 and the fruits of actions are to be offered to the Lord.

 c.   One of the important principles Swami Vivekananda learned from his Master was Shiva 

 Jnane Jiva Seva, ‘to serve Jiva as Shiva’.  Since man is potentially Divine, service to man is 

 indeed service to God.  Instead of looking upon a needy person as an object of pity, he is 

 looked upon as an object of worship. Such an attitude elevates both the giver and the 

 recipient.
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   d. Swami Vivekananda was the 

first religious leader in India to speak 

for the poor and the disadvantaged 

and to state boldly, ‘He who sees 

Shiva in the poor, in the weak and the 

diseased, really worships Shiva; and … 

with him Shiva is more pleased than 

with the man who sees Him only in 

temples.’  It was Swamiji who coined 

the word daridra-narayana to refer to 

the poor.  Swamiji’s love and concern 

for the poor continues as a directive 

principle in Ramakrishna Mission’s service programmes.

 

 e.   When work, any work, is done fulfilling the above conditions, it becomes a 

spiritual discipline: the mind gets purified and the potential Divinity of the soul manifests 

itself more and more.  Thus work done as worshipful service benefits the doer himself 

spiritually: it becomes a spiritual discipline or Yoga.  It is with this understanding of work as 

a spiritual discipline (Karma Yoga) that all the service activities of the Ramakrishna Mission, 

such as giving food and clothing to the poor, nursing the sick etc, are undertaken.  Thus 

service done as worship of God in man helps in two ways: it helps physically or mentally 

the person who is served, and it helps spiritually the person who serves.
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Educational Work: The Math and Mission run 748 educational institutions (including 12 

colleges, 22 higher secondary schools, 41 secondary schools, 135 schools of other grades, 

4 polytechnics, 48 vocational training centres, 118 hostels, 7 orphanages, etc) with a total 

student population of more than 200,000.

Medical Service: The twin organizations run 15 hospitals (with 2182 beds), 125 dispensaries, 

and 48 mobile medical units which treat about 8,000,000 patients every year. Besides 

these, a considerable number of medical camps are organized, mostly in rural areas, where 

thousands of patients are treated and more than 3000 operated on for cataract free of 

cost every year. The Math and Mission run a medical research institute and 5 nurses’ 

training centres.

Work in Rural and Tribal Areas: For rural and tribal people, the Math and Mission run 3 

institutes of agriculture and 4 rural development training institutes.  Besides, farmers are 

taught improved methods of cultivation and also provided with agricultural inputs and 

financial help.  Projects such as construction of  houses, wasteland development, planting 

of fruit and forest trees, etc. are undertaken.  Drinking water is provided by digging bore 

wells and tube wells.   

Relief: During natural or man-made disasters, the Mission’s work includes primary relief 

with food, clothes, medicine and permanent relief activities like construction of new full-

fledged townships, bridges, and roads, sometimes a project going over Rs. 150 million. 

Publication: The Mission’s publication centres produce some of the best publications on 

religion, philosophy, and spiritual culture. 

 

Spreading Religion and Culture: The Math and Mission spread the spiritual teachings 

and cultural ideals through a large number of public libraries, lectures, discourses and 

seminars, audio-visual units, exhibitions, museums, retreats and publishing books, journals, 

etc. Books on Vedanta, the message of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sarada Devi and 

Swami Vivekananda, spirituality and world religions in almost all the major languages of 

India and in some of the important languages of other countries are published from the 

21 publication centres of the Math and Mission. 
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Swami Ranganathananda (1908 – 2005)
13th President of the worldwide Ramakrishna Order

“South Africa has a great future.
The life and message of Sri Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda,

will help her face many challenges before her
and bring out national integration, harmony and peace.” 

16

Tributes...



17

His Holiness Most Revered 
Srimat  Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj
(President - Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, 

W Bengal, India)

I am glad to learn that The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa is celebrating its 75th 

Anniversary and also the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister Nivedita and to commemorate      

the occasion a souvenir will be released during the concluding function to be held on 26 

November 2017.

The sapling of timeless Vedanta that started growing in South Africa in 1942, with the 

able care of Swami Nischalananda, has grown into the mighty banyan of the present 

Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa with all its branches of multifarious religious, cultural 

and social  activities.

“Selfless Man is the Thunderbolt. Let us strive only for selflessness, and we become the 

weapon in the hands of the gods. Not for us to ask how. Not for us to plan methods. For 

us,     it is only to lay ourselves down at the altar-foot.”, said Sister Nivedita. Let her words 

be our  guiding motto for the path ahead.

May by the grace of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and Swami 

Vivekananda the celebrations and the publication of the souvenir be a grand success!

I convey my good wishes to all.

Belur Math         (Swami Smaranananda)

4th October, 2017         President



18

Most Revered Srimat Swami Vagishanandaji Maharaj
(Vice President - Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, 

W Bengal, India)

Benediction

It is a great achievement for the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa which was founded by 

a group of young men under the leadership of Mr Dhanagopal Naidoo who later became 

a monk in a name Swami Nischalananda, with the object of preaching and propagating 

the ideals and messages of the Holy Trio as demonstrated in their own lives. This centre 

is rendering services for 75 years both in spiritual and material field specially to the 

unprivileged community of the country. This Centre has now become a branch centre of 

Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, West Bengal, India. 

It is praiseworthy that this Centre has extended their services through several Sub-

Centres as well by outreach programmes in the fields of poverty alleviation, value oriented 

education and human excellence, etc.

I am glad to know that this year, 2017, Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa is celebrating 

their 75th Anniversary as well as 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister Nivedita through year 

long programmes which commenced on September, 2016 through unveiling ceremonies of 

Swamiji’s statue at Durban and also launching an Exhibition depicting the 75years history 

of the Centre. A commemorative souvenir will be released to the occasion on Sunday, 26th 

November 2017.

I pray to holy trio for a grand success of the celebration and the souvenir containing 

visuals of the activities of the Centre.

Swami Vagishananda

Vice President
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Most Revered Srimat Swami Prabhanandaji Maharaj
(Vice President - Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, 

W Bengal, India)

3 October 2017

My Dear Sumanasananda,

I am delighted to hear that the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa is celebrating its 75th                    

Anniversary and the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister Nivedita from September 2016 with               

a number of programmes held at your Centre, Sub-Centres and various nearby places.

I am glad that a commemorative Souvenir, containing articles on Sister Nivedita, as well as 

the illustrated history of the Centre, will be released during the concluding function to be 

held on Sunday, 26 November 2017.

I am quite hopeful that the life and teachings of Sister Nivedita, “the Dedicated”, will 

help the people associated with your Centre, Sub-Centres and other places to shape 

themselves and plunge in the task of building one’s own life and serving the people of 

South Africa.

May Sri Sri Thakur, Ma Sarada and Swami Vivekananda help you in your endeavour to 

guide the people associated with your Centre to attain to the goal of human life and to 

build a great South Africa.

Yours affectionately

Swami Prabhananda

Vice President



20

Most Revered Srimat Swami Gautamanandaji Maharaj
(Vice President-Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, W 

Bengal, India)

Dear Sumanasananda,

On the occasion of the concluding  sesquicentennial celebrations of Sister Nivedita and the 

occasion marking the completion of 75 years of The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa, 

I seek the blessings of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother and Swamiji on all undertakings and 

wish continued growth and progress of the Centre in the coming years.

With my best wishes,

Yours affectionately

Swami Gautamananda

Vice President
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Most Revered Srimat Swami Shivamayanandaji 
Maharaj
(Vice President – Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission, Belur 

Math, W Bengal, India)

I am happy to know that the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa is celebrating its 75th 

Anniversary and the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister Nivedita with year-long celebrations 

and also that a commemorative souvenir, containing articles on Sister Nivedita, history 

and visuals of the activities of the Centre, will be brought out on the occasion.

May all these endeavours of the Ashrama be successful.  May Sri Sri Thakur, Maa, Swamiji 

shower their choicest blessings on the devotees and well wishers of the Ramakrishna 

Centre is my earnest prayer.

01 October 2017
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Most Revered Srimat Swami Suhitanandaji Maharaj
(Vice President – Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, 

W Bengal, India)

Swami Sumanasananda

Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa

P.O. Box 40002, Redhill, 4071

South Africa

Dear Sumanasananda,

I am glad to learn that Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa plans to bring out a 

commemorative souvenir on Sister Nivedita as well the Centre itself. It was wonderful 

to see the activities and impact of the Centre during my visits to South Africa. It was 

heartening to find the ideals of Swami Vivekananda implemented with great innovative 

spirit. That the Centre is celebrating its 75th year of service is no mean feat.  

I pray that the function to celebrate its 75th Anniversary is successful and can inspire 

people to greatness.

Swami Suhitananda

Vice President
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Revered Srimat Swami Suviranandaji Maharaj
(Vice President – Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission, Belur 

Math, W Bengal, India)

I am very glad to learn that the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa is celebrating the 75th 
Anniversary of its foundation through various programmes spread over a year. This 
celebration coincides with the 150th birth anniversary of Sister Nivedita also. 

During these long 75 years the Centre has served the people of South Africa through 
various philanthropic activities in the fields of healthcare and education and has also 
contributed to their cultural and spiritual uplift.

Started under the able leadership of Swami Nischalanandaji, the Ramakrishna Movement 
has grown to a considerable size, because of its selfless service and high moral standard. 
The Movement has earned recognition and appreciation from different sections of the 
society there. To my humble mind, the Movement has scaled new heights after the 
worldwide Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, granted affiliation to the Ramakrishna Centre 
of South Africa. 

As a part of the Platinum Jubilee celebration, the Centre is holding a number of programmes, 
including installation of five statues of Swami Vivekananda in different parts of the country. 
This is really commendable. I wish all the programmes in connection with the celebrations 
and the  publication of the commemorative volume a grand success.

May the universal ideology of Swami Vivekananda inspire people everywhere more and 
more!

I pray to Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda for 
showering their blessings on all the monks, volunteers and devotees associated with 
Ramakrishna Centre of    South Africa.

Swami Suvirananda

General Secretary 

9 November 2017                                                                             
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Swami Sumanasananda
(President - The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa)

Great Avatara Purushas (incarnations) like Sri Ramakrishna practise and teach great ideas 
and ideals.  Their message enters the hearts of millions of people and spread rapidly all 
over the globe and remains a living force for many centuries.  The ideas and ideals lived 
by Sri Ramakrishna will be relevant and responsive for more than 1500 years, according to 
Swami Vivekananda.

Further, the grand ideals of the great teachers take concrete shape in the form of 
organisations that will sustain and spread the message for thousands of years. 

The message of Sri Ramakrishna entered this great rainbow nation South Africa in 1942 by 
the endeavours of Swami Nischalananda, who founded the Ramakrishna Centre of South 
Africa to spread the Vedantic message of Sanatana Dharma to one and all irrespective of 
caste, creed, colour, nationality, etc.  This Movement has completed its 75 years of useful 
existence and is   marching forward rapidly.

I am extremely happy to be a part of this Platinum Jubilee celebration of the Ramakrishna 
Centre of South Africa. We are also celebrating the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister 
Nivedita to gratefully remember the sacrifice and service rendered to humanity by this 
noble soul. 

It is a matter of great joy to put on record that in connection with these celebrations five 
statues of Swami Vivekananda have been installed in South Africa to serve as a source of 
inspiration to the people of this country.

I pray that all these programmes and the commemorative brochure usher in new light and                
inspiration to one and all to serve the humanity, and also bring in joy, peace, prosperity 
and spiritual fulfilment to the lives of all!

Swami Sumanasananda

President

The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa
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Revered Srimat Swami Vimokshanandaji Maharaj
(President-Ramakrishna Mission Singapore)

It gives me immense joy to send you this message on the happy occasion of the 150th 

Birth Anniversary of Sister Nivedita being celebrated all over the world. It is in the fitness 

of things that our Durban Centre has taken up various beneficial projects to serve the 

society without any distinction of race and religion. I am indeed glad to know that this 

year coincides with the completion of 75 useful years in the annals of the Durban centre. 

I remember with great  nostalgia that I was present to witness the 65th Anniversary 

celebration of the Centre in 2007 when it got officially affiliated with the Belur Math. It has 

been the verified axiom in our Order that the growth of any centre per se depends upon 

the Will of the Lord Sri Ramakrishna. This has been worked out through the extraordinary 

sacrifices, again by His Will, undertaken by the monks and devotees in fostering the said 

growth. Sister Nivedita was and continues to be a shining example to all of us. Her vajra-

like determination and vajra-like selfless seva are the two-pronged impetus for all of us 

to emulate. Albeit born in Ireland and brought up in England, she “gave her all” to India 

and till her demise worked untiringly for the betterment of womenfolk. I congratulate the 

present Swamis, the Committee Members, the devotees and friends for bearing aloft the 

banner of seva and tyaga – service and renunciation – so that the world remains in a state 

of peace and prosperity. May the blessings of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada 

Devi and Swami Vivekananda be with you all is my earnest prayer!

Swami Vimokshananda

President

Ramakrishna Mission - Singapore
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Revered Srimat Swami Vishwatmanandaji Maharaj 
(The Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama -  Varanasi)

Seventy five years of successful and expansive journey of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda            

movement in the country like South Africa is a great achievement. Ramakrishna Centres in 

South Africa are source of spiritual inspiration for the people of Indian origin and all others 

who seek true spirituality for their all round progress in life.

Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa is celebrating its 75th Anniversary along with 150th 

Birth Anniversary of worthy disciple of Swami Vivekananda  in a befitting way with various 

programmes at all its sub centres in  South Africa.

Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa has its own proud place and contribution in the recent 

history of South Africa.

All the persons, sannyasins and devotees who have contributed their best for the 

propagation of the message of the Holy Trio and strengthening the Centre in all possible 

way deserve great appreciation. Their selfless service will be rewarded by the Master in 

his own divine way.

I am happy to know that the Centre has planned to bring out a commemorative souvenir 

which will be released during the concluding function to be held on Sunday 26 November, 

2017.

I pray to the Master for the great success of the event.

        

Yours in Sri Ramakrishna

Swami Vishwatmananda 

          

Adhyaksha
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Presidents of the Centre

Swami Nischalananda (Founder)
1942 - 1964

Swami Vimokshananda
2007 - 2014

Current Head of
The Ramakrishna Mission - Singapore

Branch of Belur Math

Swami Shivapadananda
1964 - 1994

Swami Vishwatmananda
2014 - 2015

Current Head of 
The Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama 

-  Varnasi
Branch of Belur Math

Swami Saradaprabhananda
1994 - 2007

Current Head of
The Ramakrishna Centre of 

South Africa, Phoenix
Branch of Belur Math

Swami Sumanasananda
2015 - Current

Current Head of 
The Ramakrishna Centre of 

South Africa,
Branch of Belur Math



Swami Nischalananda was born on 22nd July 1925 in a suburb called Paradise, situated 

in the coal mining town of Newcastle, in the northern parts of South Africa’s province of 

KwaZulu-Natal (known then as ‘Natal’).  He was the fifth of nine children and his parents 

named him Dhanagopal soon after his birth.  From an early age Dhanagopal demonstrated 

a sense of valour, character and determination that none in his family and neighbourhood 

could initially understand. Retrospectively, numerous instances in his life since childhood 

emphasized his unique character.  At the tender age of five for instance, his refusal not to 

be left out when his elder brothers and neighbours had to take their cow to graze after a 

flood, he pretended not to want to join them because he knew they would refuse to take 

him.  But he stealthily crept behind them and jumped into the river when they reached it 

by catching the cow’s tail as it began to make its crossing. But the current was too strong 

to allow him hold onto the cow’s tail.  While he struggled to keep his head above water he 

curiously did not sink.  Upon seeing this naughty gesture one of the boys dived into the 

water, and angrily caught and threw him upon the back of the cow.
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Swami Nischalananda
(Founder and first President)
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Little Dhanagopal presented a spontaneous child-

like smile while he seemingly enjoyed a comfortable 

seat on the cow as it waded through the water and 

onto the opposite bank of the river.  At the age of 

nine years, when his mother had to travel to a hospital 

in the neighbouring town of Ladysmith, more than 

a hundred kilometers away from Newcastle, he took 

charge of his family ahead of his four elder siblings in 

ways that stunned them. He singlehandedly washed, 

scrubbed and cleaned their home, and treated his 

father and the rest of his family to freshly cooked hot 

meals every day that his mother was not at home.  

Interestingly he neither asked for any assistance nor 

did he squeal about his singular devotion to the 

household chores he undertook.  

While such exemplary responsibility is not a unique 

characteristic 

a m o n g 

households, it is such incidents that reflects upon 

the legacy he left behind.  By the age of ten 

Dhanagopal read a book on Swami Vivekananda, 

attracting him to the ideals of renunciation and 

service to humanity. This impressionable reading 

caused his latent spirituality to simmer in his thoughts 

over the next few years. By the age of seventeen 

years, in 1942, he formed a reading group that 

was dedicated to the study of religious practices 

and Vedanta, especially as it was conveyed in the 

writings about Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi 

and Swami Vivekananda.  The year 1942 therefore 

heralded the beginning of the Ramakrishna Centre 

of South Africa.  As Dhanagopal’s reading and 

spiritual practices increased he concomitantly 

sought to disengage from his study group, family and social networks.  He found them too 

distracting against his quest towards his inherent spiritual inclinations.  All of them tried to 

steer him away from a life of spirituality towards a life of secular pursuits.  Herein lay the 

special manifestation in Dhanagopal that Sri Ramakrishna frequently talked about.
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In the Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, 

the Master’s wise words about 

the different manifestations of 

divine power remains with us in 

our attempts to understand and 

appreciate why some people 

and some things in life are 

more divine than others.  In a 

conversation with a devotee, 

Vaidyanath, Master said to him:  

“All that you see is the manifestation of God’s Power. No one can do anything without 

this power.  But you must remember that there is not an equal manifestation of 

God’s Power in all things.  Vidyasagar once asked me whether God endowed some 

with greater power than others.  I said to him: ‘If there are no greater and lesser 

manifestations of His Power, then why have we taken the trouble to visit you? Have 

you grown two horns? So it stands to reason that God exists in all beings as the 

All-pervasive Power; but the manifestations of His Power are different in different 

beings’”.

Dhanagopal’s resolve to go to India for guidance through the Ramakrishna Order bore 

fruit when the community supported a fund raising drive to facilitate his travel.  On 4th 

February 1948 he boarded the SS Kampala and reached India after almost four weeks.  

After meeting several important Swamis of the Ramakrishna Order and taking his requisite 

rest, Dhanagopal was initiated in  Belur Math, Kolkata (then Calcutta) on Tuesday 16 March 

1948 by the internationally respected Swami Virajananda. On 19th March 1948 he travelled 

with a bare minimum of money and possessions by train and on foot towards Rishikesh 

in the Himalayas, having prepared himself mentally to face serious challenges along the 

way.  He met Swami Purushottamananda after hearing about him in the Sivananda Ashram, 

and stayed with him at the cave in Vasishta Guha – a place where the disruptiveness of 

modernity remained absent up to that juncture.  Noting his spontaneity and commitment, 

on 9 May 1948 Swami Purushottamananda initiated Dhanagopal into Brahmacharya, 

renaming him Jairam.  More than a year had passed in the burgeoning blissful relationship 

between the two of them.  It was a long enough period for Swami Purushottamananda to 

feel convinced that Jairam was ready for initiation into sannyasa.  On 17th August 1949 

Jairam was initiated and bestowed the name Swami Nischalananda.
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After almost four more years of service to humanity and training in India, Swami 

Nischalananda returned to South Africa on 30 September 1953.  His commitment, dedication 

and inspiration lives on through the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa, which continues 

to provide essential guidance and direction in every aspect in the lives of thousands of 

devotees who accept Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda as their 

chosen ideals.  It was in his period as Brahmacharya that a disturbing message reached 

him in India from South Africa, when some of the devotees changed the rules of the 

Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa. In his wisdom, he replied in a way that will remain 

both eternally humbling and instructive to many of us who still struggle with our egos, as 

well as to those who currently serve the Centre, and to the generations to come after us:

One thing I want to tell you, that never for a moment think the Centre will cripple 

without you or me.  It is a sin to think so.  A true Karma Yogi should never entertain 

such thoughts. Then all the work will be in vain.  Never look for praise, honour or 

fame.  Remember you are not working, it is the Lord in you, you are his instrument 

only.  So never say “I”, If He wishes the Centre tomorrow would grow into a dynamic 

organization, and if He wills, it would go to dust.  It is through Him that the sun 

shines, the wind blows, it rains, fire burns, the whole world exists.  Never deny Him.  

Never be under the false notion that the Centre will collapse if you are not there, or 

die, if some leave it, the Lord shall find a person for it…



Swami Nischalananda’s training took 

place mainly along the River Ganga. 

Under the able guidance of the respected 

Sannyasin, Swami Purushottamananda, 

whose association with the Ramakrishna 

Math and Mission allowed an easy 

flow of grace from the teachings of Sri 

Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi, Swami 

Vivekananda and their direct disciples. 

Generations of devotees in South 

Africa have become the subsequent 

beneficiaries of the 

teachings that were passed down to 

Swami Nischalananda.

Swami Nischalananda had engaged with 

varying types of people and activities 

during his early years as a Monk. In his 

meetings with tribal people to the most 

senior political and spiritual leadership 

in India, he was able to condition his 

mind towards treating and accepting 

people on equal terms, seeing all human 

beings as equal manifestations of God. 

He walked across numerous provinces 

of India to reach the lofty heights of the 

Himalaya mountains, including Mount 

Kailas and Lake Manasarovar, with a bare 

minimum of possessions and without any 

money.
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Swami Nischalananda In India

With Mrs Indira Gandhi and 
Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru, Simla

On his way to Vasishta Guha



“I was torn between two forces - light and darkness. 

Both had their power and sway. 

Whilst one meant freedom and release,

the other meant pain and bondage. 

Does not every aspirant, nay every individual, 

find himself in such a predicament? ” 

~ Swami Nischalananda
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With Swami Purushottamananda at Vasishta Guha
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Swami Virajananda who gave Mantra Diksha  to 
Dhanagopal on 16 March 1948, was a direct disciple of 
Holy Mother, Sri Sarada Devi.  Swami  Virajananda took 
Sannyasa (monastic vows) from Swami Vivekananda. He 

served as the sixth President of the Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna  Mission.

“Yes, all alone like a vagabond to where? I know not. Homeless, yes,  homeless, for the whole world  is your own.”
~ Swami Nischalananda

At the feet of Swami Purushottamananda, Vasishta Guha, 
Himalayas. It was here that Swami Purushottamananda 
initiated Dhanagopal into Brahmacharya as Jairam and 

later into Sannayasa as Swami Nischalananda 
(immovable bliss) on 17 August 1949.



Swami Nischalananda’s return 

to South Africa was an evidently 

long awaited moment. The 

activities he initiated drew 

large crowds of people from all 

backgrounds. The multifarious 

activities that he set out to do 

were already being carried 

out on a smaller scale by 

numerous other individuals and 

organisations. 

Swami Nischalananda’s 

contribution was essentially to 

cut across linguistic, caste and 

regional barriers among Hindus 

as well as people from other 

racial and religious backgrounds. 

The Ramakrishna Centre under 

Swami Nischalananda’s guidance 

became the first broad based 

organization that provided a 

progressive, sustainable and 

common united identity to the 

South African Hindus.
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Swami Nischalananda’s 
return to South Africa

After 5 years of Tapasya (religious practices) Swami Nischalananda 
returned to South Africa on the 

30th of September 1953. 

A huge crowd assembled at the 
Durban harbour to welcome 

Swami Nischalananda.

Traditional welcome.



In the absence of a property 

owned by the Ramakrishna 

Centre of South Africa 

immediately after his return, 

Swami Nischalananda used 

the temple premises in 

the Umgeni Road based 

Sri Vaithianatha Easawarar 

Alayam. He initiated 

numerous religious classes, 

major festivals such as 

Sri Ramakrishna’s, Sri 

Sarada Devi’s and Swami 

Vivekananada’s birthdays. 

He also placed significant 

attention to the children 

and youth and started the 

popular “Children’s Rallies” 

across the province. For 

the first time in the Hindu 

population’s presence 

in South Africa linguistic 

and regional boundaries 

were being transcended in 

meaningful ways.
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Swami Nischalananda was the ideal role model and significant source of 
inspiration to the younger generation.

A new force in the making, each time Swami Nischalananda held a public meeting, his call was graced by the 
attendance of  hundreds of people. Local people responded positively to his knowledge of their religious and 

spiritual concerns. 

Swami Nischalananda with participants at the Childen Rally



The Ramakrishna Centre of SA laid its foundation through the purchase of several properties. 

The property near the Tongaat Beach was purchased in 1957, where it was first intended 

to house indigent children for the purpose of providing them with a value based education 

and a home environment. The second property (Chateau de Montreal) was purchased in 

Glen Anil, where the current Head Quarters of the Centre is now situated. 

“Ah, I thought these waters are coming from that great land of wisdom in the East - bringing light. The waves, 
tossing each other, dashing towards the shores of Durban, used to drive me almost crazy. I waded into the water, 
lost in the thought that these waves must have touched the sacred shores of Bharat (India) and have come all the 
way to console us ” ~  Swami Nischalananda
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Plaque of Opening  by
Swami Nischalananda

An aerial view of the original property in Glen Anil 
then known as Chateau de Montreal

Opening of The Ramakrishna Clinic

“The spiritually minded belong to a caste of their own, beyond all social conventions”  - Sri Ramakrishna 



Swami Shivapadananda was born in 1938 in Port Shepstone, a town south of Durban. His 
family moved to Mayville, Durban when he was very young. Growing up as a young boy in 
the Indian community, regularly visiting the Mother Kali temple in the area, cultivated in 
him devotion and love for God. At a young age he purchased a picture of Ma Kali blessing 
Sri Ramakrishna and Sri Sarada Ma.  He sincerely wished the Divine Mother blessed him 
like she blessed the ‘old man’ in the picture. Thus Sri Ramakrishna entered the heart of a 
devotee. It is said that whenever a seeker searches for God sincerely the Divine will send 
a guide/guru. 

As providence would have it, Swami Nischalananda was invited to Mayville for a satsang 
and provided the opportunity for a chance meeting between them. At the tender age of 
20, Swami Shivapadananda was graced with faith and devotion when he met his guide and 
guru.  There are many audio recordings of the exchanges between Swami Nischalananda 
and Brahmachari Inder (later Swami Shivapadananda), his beloved disciple. He spent seven 
years with his guru, entering into the higher realms of spirituality, unaware that he was 
also being trained to head the distinguished movement, the Ramakrishna Centre of South 
Africa. 

After the Mahasamadhi of Swami Nischalananda in 1965, Swami Shivapadananda took 
up the many challenges facing a young, vibrant organisation, The Ramakrishna Centre of 
South Africa with single minded devotion and faith in his Guru, Sri Ramakrishna and Sri 
Sarada Ma. His sincerity, purity of heart and unconditional love burnt a large flame that 
attracted hundreds of devotees to his feet.
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Swami Shivapadananda
(Second President)



Despite the draconian apartheid laws in South Africa and innumerable challenges within 
the Indian community he guided and nurtured many devotees from all race groups and 
differewnt walks of life. Like a bright flame on a dark night he attracted many a searching 
soul to both guide and chide them toward the Divine. Blessed with an acute power of 
observation, he would promptly assess a devotee and give him/her the necessary spiritual 
instruction, thereby adding new vitality to continue with spiritual practices.   Placing before 
each the highest Ideal and saying that the Divine Mother willed it, he took no personal 
credit for the action. 

His weekly satsangs and classes would invariably continue even during the informal 
gatherings around him. In so doing, he instilled and inspired devotees to continue 
connecting their mind with the Divine, albeit during their daily householder activities. 
Manifesting this divinity and seeing to the well-being of all, Swami Shivapadananda 
ensured that the organisation capably conducted social welfare and humanitarian work 
among the poor and downtrodden. This included medical work in areas where assistance 
was desperately needed. 

During his 29 years of spiritual guidance he republished many Hindu scriptures for the South 
African devotees. These included; The Ramacharitamanas, Bhagavad Gita, Tirrukural and 
Hanuman  Chalisa to name but a few. He also requested permission from The Ramakrishna 
Math, Chennai to print the life and teachings of Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi and 
Swami Vivekananda. 
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During his pilgrimages to India he fostered relations with many monks of the Ramakrishna 
Order, most notably the warm relation with Swami Vireshwarananda, the 10th President of 
the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission.  During his last visit to India in 1993, his 
intuition that the South African Centre will one day be affiliated to the Ramakrishna Math 
and Ramakrishna Mission at Belur Math, the headquarters of the world wide Ramakrishna 
Movement, gave him immense joy. 

He introduced various traditions associated with the Ramakrishna Movement as integral 
part of the Centre such as the Sri 
Ramakrishna Arati, Devotional 
Hymns, Ritual worship of Sri 
Ramakrishna, Vedanta classes, etc. 
Under his inspiration and guidance, 
“Sri Ramakrishna Shrines” were 
established in Lenasia (Gauteng), 
Newcastle, Ladysmith, Dundee, 
Pietermaritzburg, Asherville and 
Chatsworth.
 
Guiding the construction of the 
Sri Ramakrishna Temple in South 
Africa, the largest in the southern 
hemisphere became his pride and 
joy. Overseeing the construction 
during his walks along the site, he 
imbued the place with his spirituality 
and graciously sanctified the place. 

During the last two months of 
Swamiji’s life, he did not enjoy 
good health. As with his previous 
illnesses, he showed great fortitude 
and surrender to Sri Ramakrishna, 
whose divine will he saw operating 
in all moments of his life, whether in robust health or in sickness. Sri Ramakrishna’s will 
prevailed and Swami Shivapadananda entered mahasamadhi at 3:10am on the auspicious 
Indira Ekadasi day, 1 October 1994.

Swami Saradaprabhananda (then Swami Saradananda) succeeded Swami Shivapadananda 
who then continued to expand the spiritual and social welfare work of the Centre. As per 
the wishes of his Guru he facilitated the affiliation of The Ramakrishna Centre of South 
Africa to the Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math in 2007.
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During  Swami Shivapadananda’s 
leadership, at the height of the apartheid 
era, monks from the Ramakrishna Math 
and Ramakrishna Mission, from India and 
other parts of the world, provided moral 
and spiritual support in the Centre’s 
endeavours.  Visits by the Executive of 
the 
Vivekananda Kendra in India and other 
monks paid homage to the Centre’s efforts 
in propagating the universal message 
of love and truth in the worship of God 
through the service of humanity. Swami 
Shivapadananda, accompanied by South 
African devotees also went on several 
pilgrimages to India. These reciprocal 
visits set the tone for future relationships 
between the Ramakrishna Centre of 
South Africa and the Ramakrishna Mission 
in India.
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Installation of the murthi of Sri Ramakrishna at Sri Sarada Devi Ashram 
with Swami Balaramananda of Mauritius in Durban



At Sri Ramakrishna’s birthplace, Kamarpukur, Bengal

Swami Vireshwarananda (Belur Math 1980) Swami Nisreyasananda
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Swami Nischalananda and Swami 

Shivapadananda were directly 

linked to Sri Ramakrishna, 

Sri Sarada Devi and Swami 

Vivekananda  via their disciples. 

They practised Vedanta, to 

ultimately realise the oneness in all 

forms of life. This was a major lesson 

to all those who came to them for 

spiritual guidance. Integral to this 

is awareness of SATCHITANANDA: 

Indivisible Knowledge, Bliss 

and Consciousness, which Sri 

Ramakrishna often spoke about in 

his reference to GOD beyond form. 

The consciousness that is known 

to prevail in the minds and bodies 

of all human beings, also pervades 

everything around us. Through 

regular practise of Sadhana, 

including silent meditation, one 

instills within oneself a sense of 

discipline that is all embracing. 

Swami Nischalananda spoke about 

this divine spirit in very captivating 

words: 

“When I looked outside I found 
thee not, when I looked within I 
found thee everywhere.”  



2017 marks ten years of The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa’s affiliation as a branch of 
the parent body the Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math, West Bengal India. On affiliation, 
Swami Vimokshananda, a senior monk of the Ramakrishna Order was posted as President 
of The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa. This was the first time since its inception that 
the Centre was led by a monk of The Ramakrishna Math from India.
 
Swami Vimokshananda served as the President for over 7 years and was succeeded by 
Swami Vishwatmananda in November 2014.

Swami Sumanasananda was posted as the President in July 2015 to succeed Swami 
Vishwatmananda who was then posted to the Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama in Varanasi.
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Centres, Sub-Centres 
& Satsang Groups 



Swami Tadbhasananda served as the 
Vice President of both the Durban and 
Phoenix Centres from July 2015 to 
December 2016 when he returned to 
India. 

Swami Swatmaramananda was posted 
(from Bangalore) to the Ramakrishna 
Centre of South Africa in May 2017 
and serves as the Vice President. 
 
Recently, Swami Prajnatmananda (from 
The Ramakrishna Mission Institute of 
Culture Gol Park, Kolkata) has been 
posted to The Ramakrishna Centre of 
South Africa.  

The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa 
had six Sub-Centres: Chatsworth, 
Pietermaritzburg, Ladysmith, 
Newcastle, Phoenix (until 31 December 
2015) and Gauteng (until 31 December 
2015), which have Sri Ramakrishna 
Shrines and other facilities for 
educational and welfare projects.

From the 01 January 2016, the Phoenix 
Sub-Centre has become a Branch 
Centre of the                  Ramakrishna 
Mission, Belur Math, with Swami 
Saradaprabhananda as the President 
and the Gauteng branch as its Sub-
Centre.

In addition to the four current Sub-
Centres, there are five Satsang Groups 
which operate from local temples 
and schools namely, Etete, Redhill, 
Sydeham, Glencoe and Estcourt. Apart 
from this, the Greenbury Satsang 
Group also receives guidance from the 
Centre.

Swami Vivekananda Statue, Ramakrishna Temple - Durban
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The Chatsworth Sub-Centre has been working steadily for over three decades providing 

spiritual, cultural, educational and welfare services to the people of Chatsworth and 

surrounding areas. 

Chatsworth is a large formerly Indian township created by the apartheid government in the 

1960s to marginalise and segregate the predominantly Indian population. The township is 

situated in South Durban basin in South Africa and is roughly bordered by the Umhlatuzana 

River in the North and Umlaas River in the South.

In the current social climate, a large number of people are disadvantaged through 

unemployment, poor nutrition, illness, lack of training and skills, drug and alcohol 

addiction. The Chatsworth Vivekananda Family Welfare Centre strives to bring relief to 

these affected families through its various programs as “service to man is worship to God” 

(Swami Vivekananda). These programmes aid in the facilitation of the spiritual and moral 

regeneration of the community.

The main activities of the Chatsworth Sub-Centre are:

SPIRITUAL     

Morning Arati 07:00 a.m. daily 

Satsangs Sundays: 08:00 to 09:00 a.m.

Children’s Classes Sundays: 08:15 to 08:45 a.m.

Discourse on Gospel of 

Sri Ramakrishna Classes First Sunday of every month

Music Classes Thursdays: 06:00 to 07:00 p.m.

All Religious Festivals are observed at the Sub-Centre

SOCIO-WELFARE
Feeding and Grocery Distribution First Sunday of every month

Diwali Distribution Annually 

Medical Clinic First Sunday of every month

Stationery Distribution January of each year
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Chatsworth Sub-Centre 



Chatsworth Sub-Centre

47



The Ladysmith Sub-Centre is situated in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands in the foothills of 

the Drakensburg Mountains. The main building of the Sub-Centre was officially opened 

and dedicated to the service of mankind on the 28th of February 1998 under the guidance 

of Swami Saradaprabhananda the then President of the Ramakrishna Centre of S.A. 

Over the years, the Sub-Centre has seen steady growth in devotee numbers as well as 

activities and its footprint into Ladysmith and surrounding areas continues to expand. 

The Swami Vivekananda Family Welfare Centre was officially opened by Most Revered 

Srimat Swami Smararanandaji Maharaj on the 27th of April 2011.The Ramakrishna Kutir 

was officially opened on the 13th of August 2014 by Revered Swami Vimokshanandaji the 

then President of the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa. Most recent was, the installation 

of the Statue of Swami Vivekananda in 2016  which was unveiled by Most Revered Srimat 

Swami Gautamananadaji Maharaj.

Activities of the Sub-Centre include:   

Music Classes: Monday 6-7 pm                        

Satsangs Tuesday 6.30-7.30 pm

Hindi Classes Wednesday 6-7 pm

Hinduism for children classes: Thursdays 5:30-7:45 pm

Youth Program:   Fridays 6:30-8pm

Sri Sarada Devi Women’s Circle: Monthly       

Grocery Hamper Distribution:   Monthly

Hot Meals Program:        Every second Saturday

The Sub-Centre provides freshly cooked, delicious and hot meals to indigent families.
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Literature Distribution
The Sub-Centre is actively involved in the distribution of valued based literature and book 

packs. School exercise books are also distributed to school learners. 

Annual Programs
•	 Sister	Nivedita	Mentorship	Programme	For	Girls:

 This Program is aimed at guiding and mentoring 

 Youth Girls to equip them with life skills and 

 prepare them for life beyond schooling level. 

•	 Ladysmith	Medical	Camp

•	 Diwali	hamper	distribution.				
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Sister Nivedita Mentorship Programme Satsang

Ramakrishna Kutir



Set at the picturesque foothills of the northern KwaZulu Natal Drakensburg Mountains is 

Newcastle, the third largest city of KwaZulu Natal, the birthplace of the Founder and First 

President of The Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa, Swami Nischalananda. 

Since its consecration in 1981, the Newcastle Ramakrishna Ashram has steadfastly provided 

spiritual and humanitarian upliftment to the greater community.

Activities:

Satsangs Tuesday  6.30 to 7.30pm                                 

 Sundays 9.30 to 10.30 am.

Hinduism for Children Classes Thursday 3.30 to 4.30 pm.

Grocery Hampers and Hot Meals Monthly

Purnima Hawan Monthly   

Diwali Hampers Annually

Medical Camp Annually

All Religious Festivals are observed.

Contact Email: Newcastle@ramakrishna-sa.org.za
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Certificate Presentation 2017

Newcastle Sub-centre Shrine

Ramakrishna Kutir



Pietermaritzburg is the capital and second-largest city in the province of KwaZuluNatal, 

South Africa. During the apartheid era, the city was segregated into various sections. 90% 

of the Indian population was moved to the suburb of Northdale.

The Pietermaritzburg Sub-Centre Ashram serves the community from the suburb of 

Northdale. For over four decades, the Sub-Centre has been a source of spiritual guidance 

and has been assisting the greater Pietermaritzburg community through its social welfare 

programs.

Activities of the Sub-Centre

Satsangs Sundays 9.30am-10.30am

Hinduism for Children’s classes Sundays 8.30am- 9.30am

Medical Clinic Monthly

Nutrition Program 2nd Sunday of the month

Discourse on The Gospel of Sri 

Ramakrishna 3rd Sunday of the month

All major Hindu Festivals are observed.
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Pietermaritzburg Sub-Centre 
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Pietermaritzburg Sub-Centre Shrine

Community Medical Clinic at Pietermaritzburg Sub-centre



Prayer Services 

The focus of the Centre is spirituality and the spiritual well-being of the devotees.  

Daily spiritual programmes in the Sri Ramakrishna Temple consist of:

mangal arati and chanting (5:15 a.m.); puja (6:30 a.m.); food offerings at noon; evening 

arati, hymns, readings and silent meditation (5:00 p.m.). 

The weekly satsang, held on Saturdays (4:00 – 6:00 p.m.) includes pranam mantras, bhajans, 

kirtans, discourses, scripture readings, meditation, chanting of stotrams, hymns to the 

Holy Trinity and arati. 

Sri Sarada Devi Women’s Circle at the Durban Centre chants the Sri Sarada Devi 

Stotram (Prakritim Paramam) on Fridays. The Hanuman Chalisa is recited eleven times 

on a quarterly basis.  On the birth anniversaries (tithi) of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother 

and Swami Vivekananda, as well as on Hanuman Jayanti and Ganesh Chaturti, special 

celebrations,satsangs and day-long japa yajna is observed. All Sub-Centres/Satsang Groups 

conduct daily and weekly prayer services and observe all major religious celebrations. Sri 

Ramanama Sankirtanam is chanted on Ekadashi days and on Purnima days, Sri Vishnu 

Sahasranam is chanted.
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“Continue to pray without losing your heart, everything will happen in time” ~Sri Sarada Devi



Diwali

Diwali, one of the biggest and brightest of Hindu festivals, is celebrated as a festival of 

lights at all Centres and Sub-Centres. This affords them the opportunity to engage in 

community outreach programmes. The programmes include devotional songs, cultural 

items and discourses followed by distribution of hampers consisting of groceries and 

essential household items.

The Ladysmith Sub-Centre participated in the Ladysmith Diwali Festival - Hindu Cultural 

Service Society.

The Durban Centre, Chatsworth Sub-Centre, Etete Satsang group participated in the 

Durban Diwali Festival in the float procession and the Youth Programme. The Centre also 

held a book stall at the Durban Diwali Festival where in addition to the sale of books, 

value-based literature was distributed free of charge to all.
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“Atmano mokshartham jagad hitaya 
cha:”

(For one’s own salvation and for the 

welfare of the world.) Adopting this 

motto of the worldwide Ramakrishna 

Mission that was formulated by Swami 

Vivekananda, the Centre and its’ 

branches embark on many social welfare 

programmes. These programmes are 

focused on the upliftment of the poor and disadvantaged to alleviate human suffering 

through education, rendering medical services, providing nutrition, as well as emotional 

and spiritual support. The nutrition programme started by Swami Nischalananda in    the late 

1950s, was one of the first to provide welfare support to the disadvantaged communities 

in the indigent areas of Inanda and Kwamashu.
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This was continued by Swami Shivapadananda, who encouraged devotees to fill a bag 

with one handful of rice at a time, everytime rice or other grains were cooked in their 

homes. These were then distributed to the needy. This was one of several ways in which 

Swami Shivapadananda’s leadership after Swami Nischalananda, reached out to the poor. 

Over the years, the Centre and its branches has implemented support programmes to 

assist deserving families holistically with spiritual support, nutrition, household items, 

education, medical and legal assistance, skills development and bursaries for deserving 

students.
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Nutrition Programmes at Sub-Centres
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There is an awareness in the 

Ramakrishna Centre that while 

the provision of food hampers are 

important to people who need to 

eat at the time they are hungry, 

there is also a need to empower 

people through teaching them 

ways to provide for themselves. 

The Agriculture Programme has 

been extended to various parts 

of the KwaZulu Natal province 

where rural people have access to 

land. Seedlings, plants, tunnels, 

fertilisers and lessons in organic 

farming have been provided as 

start-up programs. Monitoring 

of them has allowed the Centre 

to build important working 

and experimental relationships 

with local communities as well 

as with local authorities. It is 

the Ramakrishna Centre’s aim 

to spread the message across 

neighbouring areas so that people 

feel encouraged to engage in self-

help programmes that will build 

stronger homes and communities.                 
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“To labour is to pray. To conquer is to renounce. Life itself is religion.”   ~ Sister Nivedita

With the assistance of their teachers and under the guidance of Swami Vimokshananda and Brahmachari Akhilachaitanya, 

the youth planted their greens in neat rows and watered them accordingly. In the weeks that followed the youth were 

tasked with the responsibility of watering their seedlings and nurturing them into healthy plants.
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The medical wing of the Centre, the 

Ramakrishna Clinic of South Africa was 

started in 1959 at its Headquarters in Glen 

Anil, by Swami Nischalananda and expanded 

by Swami Shivapadananda and Swami 

Saradaprabhananda. Free mobile clinics 

were started at informal settlements, which 

later progressed to medical clinics at NGOs, 

hospices, schools and other facilities. The 

Centre has over the years developed a unique 

partnership with state and private health care 

facilities, medical personnel, other NGOs and 

businesses. These associations have allowed 

for meaningful bridges to be built in a country 

deeply divided along socio-economic lines. 

This also allows for the gradual establishment                 

volunteerism exemplifying the ethos of the 

worldwide Ramakrishna Mission.

HIV/Aids education and care, publication of 

literature, counselling and building of HIV/

Aids homes for terminally ill patients is also 

a focus of the medical wing. These homes 

such as the Ramakrishna Ethembeni Home 

(30 beds) in Kwa Mashu and the Ramakrishna 

Abalindi Home (50 beds) in Inanda, 

provide much needed facilities and care 

for terminally ill patients. The Ramakrishna 

Centre of South Africa initiated the building 

of the Ramakrishna Mzamo Home, a resident 

facility for children afflicted by celebral palsy. 

Additional ongoing medical and nutritional 

support is also provided to these homes.
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The Ramakrishna Clinic
of South Africa

Clinic At Informal Settlement
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Medical Outreach takes place regularly 

throughout the year, from Etete,  

Chatsworth, Pietermaritzburg, Ladysmith, 

Sydenham, Durban to Newcastle in 

the province of KwaZulu-Natal. Local  

community and school halls are converted 

to a Clinic facility by the Clinic Team.

On a monthly basis, medical clinics are 

held at the Durban Centre, Chatsworth, 

Pietermaritzburg and Ladysmith Sub- 

Centres. Many of these clinics run parallel 

to the nutrition program provided by the 

Centre. 
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The Ramakrishna clinic conducts regular 

medical camps for the underprivileged 

and indigent population in the community: 

bringing medical care to the people! 

These camps are unique in that they 

provide quality Specialists services in the 

disciplines of Paediatrics, Gynaecology, 

ENT, General Medicine Surgery and 

Ophthalmology. Consultations with 

Physiotherapists, Speech and Hearing 

therapists, Audiologists, Occupational 

therapists, Social workers, Dieticians 

and Psychologists are also provided. In 

addition, pathology services are provided 

by an on-site laboratory and medications 

dispensed by Pharmacists from a fully 

stocked on-site dispensary. Optometry is 

one of the most utilized services in these 

camps, providing spectacles to patients 

thus making an enormous contribution to 

their quality of life.

Medical education and literature are also 

provided at these medical camps. Freshly 

cooked meals are served to patients as 

they wait in queues to be treated. These 

medical camps are received with great 

appreciation from the local communities 

as they have a far reaching effect as many 

patients are not given the time to address 

their health concerns elsewhere.

“Service to Man is worship of God”  

~ Swami Vivekananda

Etete: Minor Surgery

Vein Finder in use at Medical Camp

Pietermaritzburg: Optometry

Ladysmith: Patient screening
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The “Ramakrishna eThembeni Home” in KwaMashu and the “Ramakrishna Abalindi Home” 

in Inanda were established to manage the terminally ill patients. The “Ramakrishna Mzamo 

Home” is a resident facility for children afflicted by celebral palsy. On completion, these fully 

equipped buildings were handed over to local community organisations to manage.
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The Ramakrishna Clinic that opened in Phoenix in 2007 provides a multi disciplinary specialist 

and diagnostic services.

“Even the least work done for the others awakens the power within; even thinking the least good of others gradually instils 

into the heart the strength of a lion.”     Swami Vivekananda



Community Medical Camp
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Community Medical Camp
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Community Medical Camp
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Community Medical Camp
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Ramakrishna 
Nutrition Programme

Poverty alleviation is one of the most 

important aspects of the Centre’s 

welfare activities. Swami Vivekananda 

said “religion is not for empty bellies”, 

so the Centre endeavours to ensure 

support is provided to disadvantaged 

families in all regions where the 

Centre has a presence. Nutritional 

support is provided in the form of 

cooked meals, groceries, sandwiches, 

fruits and vegetables. In addition, 

household necessities are also 

provided to families on the Centre’s 

monthly support programme.

The Programme to support deserving 

families in a holistic manner by 

adopting them for one year has 

intensified and gained momentum 

over the past decade. The families 

are visited by volunteers, and their
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situation is thoroughly assessed in 

terms of living conditions, family 

size including children and the 

age,  a “means test”, skills and 

medical conditions. In addition, the 

families receive spiritual guidance 

and counselling, monthly grocery 

hampers, various household items, 

medical support (including dentistry 

and eye tests), school uniforms, youth 

development, skills development for 

youth, women and men, legal aid (of 

special importance is the drawing up 

of  Wills).

This method of holistic support has 

proven to uplift families to higher 

levels of wellbeing, improved self-

esteem, and an environment of peace 

and harmony in the home. This service 

is provided to families in the greater 

Durban area (Avoca, Phoenix and 

Chatsworth), Pietermaritzberg and 

Northern Kwa-Zulu Natal (Ladysmith, 

Newcastle and Escourt).

“Doing good to others out of compassion is good, but the Seva 
(service) of all beings in the spirit of the Lord is better.” 

~  Sri Ramakrishna
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During the festival of Diwali, additional food 

parcels, household accessories and clothing 

are distributed to recipients of the Centre’s 

Nutrition Programme and other disadvantaged 

families.

The Centre offers support to individuals, 

families, orphanages, old age homes, homes 

for terminally ill, schools, crèches, and other 

NGO’s who demonstrate a will and commitment 

to serving disadvantaged communities. 

Organizations that have benefitted from the 

Centre’s programme include, among others, 

the Verulam Day Care and Frail Care Centre, 

Ramakrishna eThembeni Home, Ramakrishna 

Abalindi Home, Phoenix Technical School, 

Imbaliyetu Crèche and Senior Citizens, Bundle 

of Joy Creche and Edith Benson Childrens’ 

Home.



“We want that education by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, 

the intellect is expanded, and by which one can 

stand on one’s own feet.”: Swami Vivekananda.

To this effect, Swami Nischalananda focused 

a considerable amount of his attention to the 

spiritual and cultural education of children and 

the youth since 1953. To date, the Ramakrishna 

Centre of SA has built upon this legacy to 

ensure that children and youth actively engage 

in singing, speech, drama, dance, welfare 

projects for indigent people and education 

programmes. Children are presented with 

certificates after the successful completion of 

the examinations at the different levels from 

pre-school to matriculation in the Hinduism 

for Children Education Program. The Annual 

Children’s Cultural Festivals are momentous 

events not only in the larger community life 

but also in the lives of individual children. 

Thousands of children benefit from these moral 

and value based educational programmes. In 

addition to the weekly satsang programmes, 

Vedanta Retreats for the youth are held to 

introduce them to the rigours of spiritual and 

religious disciplines such as how to perform 

a simple hawan. Boys and girls participate in 

weekly karate classes where discipline, self-

control, physical and mental stamina are 

emphasised. The students are graded regularly 

as they progress in this art of self-defence. The pictures displayed illustrate these and 

other programmes such as chess tournaments and art classes that bear testimony to the 

visionary approach adopted by the Centre and Sub-Centres for the holistic development 

of our younger generation.
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Children and
Youth Development



75

Hinduism for Children Certificate Presentation - Ladysmith

Children’s Saraswati Hawan

Karate Classes

Hinduism for Children Certificate Presentation - Ladysmith Hinduism for Children Certificate Presentation - Durban

Chess Classes
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“But child, don’t be worried. These earthly ties are transitory. Today they seem to be the be-all and end-all of life and 
tomorrow they vanish. Your real tie is with God.”  ~  Sri Sarada Devi
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Children’s Cultural Festival - Southern KwaZulu Natal

Children’s Cultural Festival - Northern KwaZulu Natal



The Faculty of Peace Studies, Spirituality 
and Culture, an educational wing of the 
Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa was 
formalised in 2007 and is supported by 
voluntary professional staff, course facilitators 
and administrators. Several certificate 
courses were develooed and made available 
to students throughout the country. The one 
year distance learning certificate courses 
include: Basic Hindu Studies, Hindu Studies, 
Bhagavad Gita Studies, Religious Educare, 
Appreciation of Great Lives: Sri Ramakrishna 
and Appreciation of Great Lives: Sri Sarada 
Devi. The Academic Management Board of the 
Faculty periodically reviews various aspects 
of the courses based on student feedback of 
the courses based on student feedback and 
other Quality Assurance mechanisms in place.  
The Faculty has 14 Examination Centres with 
the Centre’s staff facilitating the examinations 
under strict examination conditions. The cost 
of the Courses are subsidised by the Centre 
and includes textbooks, guidebooks, notes, 
postage and examination fees. To date over 
800 students have graduated.
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Faculty of Peace Studies,
Spirituality and Culture
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“As long as I live so long do I learn”        ~ Sri Ramakrishna



The Ramakrishna Centre has always placed 

education, especially of the disadvantaged, 

at the forefront of it’s outreach programmes. 

Wherever needs have been identified, 

irrespective of race, religion or age, the 

Centre has always reached out to help. 

Education outreach work includes the 

building of premises, provision of stationery, 

books and other resources. The aim is to 

educate and empower as many communities 

as possible.

The Ramakrishna Centre has always placed 

education, especially of the disadvantaged, 

at the forefront of it’s outreach programmes. 

Wherever needs have been identified, 

irrespective of race, religion or age, the 

Centre has always reached out to help. 

Education outreach work includes the 

building of premises, provision of stationery, 

books and other resources. The aim is to 

educate and empower as many communities 

as possible.
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Education Outreach



Physical Science Lab
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Ramakrishna Educational and 

Skills Development Centre at 

the Nqabakazulu High School, 

kwaMashu was opened on 20 

October 2011. The Centre 

comprises buildings to house 

Consumer Studies, Hospitality 

Studies, Library, Physical Science 

Laboratory and HOD Offices.

Nqabakazulu High School

     Hospitality StudiesOffical Opening and Handover



The Centre has initiated the Swami Vivekananda Scholarship Programme in commemoration 

of its 75th Anniversary. A fund has been initiated by the Centre with donations from the 

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Fund, USA. 

Ten bursaries were awarded to secondary school children in Phoenix, Chatsworth, 

Pietermaritzburg, Ladysmith and Newcastle. The Scholarship Programme will assist 

deserving students on an ongoing basis.  
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Swami Vivekananda 
Scholarship Programme



Swami Vivekananda wanted 

‘life-   building, man-making, 

character- making and nation-

building’, education and 

training for all people, but 

especially the deserving and 

the disadvantaged  – he wanted 

that education by which a 

person could stand on his or her 

own and support themselves. 

To achieve this objective our 

Centre has launched the Swami 

Vivekananda Centre for Human 

Excellence. The main aim of this 

Centre for Human Excellence 

is to instil faith in oneself and 

impart education and  values of 

life and life-giving strength, to 

raise individuals to higher levels 

of self-confidence, self-esteem 

and self-reliance to attain the 

goal of human excellence, peace 

and spiritual growth. Various 

programmes are being offered 

to add value to devotees and 

a wide cross section of society 

to help improve their lives in a 

holistic manner. These include, 

sewing, art, coaching for matric 

learners, and in future skills 

development  in the areas of 

plumbing, carpentry, painting, 

building, gardening, etc. 
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Swami Vivekananda 
Centre For Human Excellence
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“There is no chance for the welfare of the world unless the condition of women is improved. It is not possible for a bird 
to fly on one wing.”          ~ Swami Vivekananda

Early Childhood Development Education



The Centre publishes and distributes the Jyoti 

Maga zine regularly free of charge to devotees and 

the community at large. Over the past six decades 

the Centre has published numerous spiritual and 

value-based books in English and in Isizulu. These 

books are                  distributed at the Centre, 

Sub-Centres, Satsang Groups, door-to-door house 

visits and at schools.
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Publications

Jyoti Pictures



Prior to the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa’s affiliation to the Ramakrishna Math and 

Ramakrishna Mission in India, regular visits were made to the Centre by many Monks. The 

scope and expanse of the work resulted in the Centre’s request for affiliation being accepted 

by Belur Math.  The process for affiliation was initiated by Swami Shivapadanananda, and 

concluded over time by Swami Saradaprabhananda. Subsequent to the affiliation regular 

visits by Monks of the Ramakrishna 

Order have served and continue to 

serve as a constant source of inspiration 

to what are now the South African 

Centres of the worldwide Ramakrishna 

Math and Ramakrishna Mission. Several 

devotees received their Mantra Diksha 

(spiritual initiation) from Revered Swamis 

authorised to give Mantra Diksha sent 

by Belur Math for this purpose. 

87

Visiting Monks
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Most Revered Srimat Swami Suhitanandaji Maharaj, The then General Secretary of the 

Worldwide Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission (now Vice President), inaugurated 

the year long Joint Celebrations – the 75th Anniversary of the Centre and the 150th Birth 

Anniversary of Sister Nivedita, on 11 September 2016. In commemoration of the Joint 

Celebrations of the Centre, many senior monks of the  Ramakrishna Order from India and 

Russia were invited to South Africa during 2017. These being:

1. Most Revered Srimat Swami Gautamanandaji Maharaj – Vice President of the 

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission and President of the Chennai Math, 

accompanied by his personal secretary, Swami Yadavendrananda.

2. Revered Swami Nikhileshwarananda – Head of the Ramakrishna Mission, Vadodara, 

Gujarat, India.

3. Revered Swami Sarvalokananda – Head of the Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya, 

 Narendrapur, Kolkata, India.

4. Revered Swami Bodhasarananda – Assistant Secretary, Ramakrishna Math and 

Ramakrishna Mission. 

5. Revered Swami Jyotirupananda – Head of the Ramakrishna Society Vedanta Centre 

Moscow Russia, accompanied by Revered Swami Atmalokananda.

The Swamis participated in Programmes for the Joint Celebrations at all Centres and Sub-

Centres in the country. 

Swami Suhithananda inauguarating Celebration
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Celebrating 75 Years



92

An Exhibiton showcasing the history and activities of the Centre over 75 years was 

inaugurated by Revered Swami Jyotirupanandaji, Head of the Ramakrishna Society Vedanta 

Centre, Moscow, Russia,  on  25 August 2017.

Over the years the Centre has 
celebrated many milestones 
with major anniversaries 
and other important events 
in the history of the Centre 
and the Ramakrishna Math 
and Ramakrishna Mission. 
The 65th Anniversary of the 
Centre was celebrated at the 
Ladysmith Sports Centre in 
2007.

75th Anniversary Exhibition

Special Celebrations
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The 70th Anniversary of the Centre was celebrated at the Durban City Hall Centre in 2012.

The 150th Birth Anniversary of Swami 

Vivekananda was observed with many welfare 

projects and celebrations as shown below:

•		 	Swami	Vivekananda	Family	Welfare	Centre	

– a multi-purpose facility was built at the 

Ladysmith Sub-Centre.

•	 	 	G	Z	Masinga	Skills	Development	Centre	–	

two fully equipped indoor and one outdoor 

workshops built in Inanda at the Abalindi 

Welfare Society to offer free courses to the 

poor in the following:

 a) Sewing and upholstery training with 

fifteen industrial machines

 b) Welding and ironmongery with six 

welding stations
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150th Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda was celebrated at the DLI Hall in Durban. 

The Swami Vivekananda Peace Concert by the 65 member Kwa-Zulu Natal Philharmonic 

Orchestra was held at the Durban City Hall on 14 September 2013 with an audience of 

1800 people. 

The 150th Birth Anniversary of Swami Vivekananda Concluding Function was held at Belur 

Math in January 2014. Two representatives from the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa, 

Dr Shivani A Singh and Mr Ramesh Ishwarlaal participated in this historic event. 

Most Rev. Srimat Swami Gautamanandaji delivering the Benedictory Address 
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Birth Anniversary Celebrations Of  Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi And 
Swami Vivekananda

•			 A	public	function	is	held	annually	which	includes		devotional	singing,	a	discourse	and	

and a cultural rendition. 

•				 Tithi	day:	The	morning	programme	commences	with	mangal	arati,	puja,	satsang	and	a	

discourse and day-long japa yajna. The evening programme includes arati, devotional 

singing and a short discourse. 

•				 These	 celebrations	 attract	 a	 large	 congregation	 of	 devotees	 and	members	 of	 the	

public. 

      Transport is provided for families on our welfare programmes to participate in such 

programmes.        

      These functions are also celebrated at all the Sub-Centres and Satsang Groups.

•	 The	birth	anniversaries	of	the	monastic	disciples	of	Sri	Ramakrishna	are	observed	with	

discourses or readings on the life and message of these disciples

Other Religious Festival and finctions

The following religious festivals and functions are also observed:

•		 Kalpataru	Day,	Maha	Shivaratri	,	Ram	Naumi,	Hanuman	Jayanti,	Guru	Purnima,	Krishna	

Ashtami, Ganesh Chaturti, Navaratri, Vijaya Dashami, Diwali, Gita Jayanti,. Some of 

these festivals were celebrated for a period of over a week. Festivals are observed 

with puja and satsang, including reading from scripture/discourses and arati.

•			 The	Navaratri	Celebrations	includes	the	worship	of	a	murti	of	Maa	Durga	which	was	

imported from Kolkata (a small replica of the Belur Math murti). Sri Sri Durga Puja and 

Hawan (with chanting of the Devi Mahatmyam) is conducted on the ashtami day.



Of special significance was the unveiling of Statues 

of Swami Vivekananda in Durban, Ladysmith, 

Newcastle, Chatsworth and Phoenix. 

The first Statue of Swami Vivekananda in South Africa 

was unveiled by Most Revered Swami Suhitanandaji 

Maharaj at the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa 

in Durban on 11 September 2016. 
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Statues of Swami Vivekananda



The second 
Statue was 
unveiled by Most 
Revered Swami 
Gautamanandaji 
Maharaj at the 
Ramakrishna 
Centre of South 
Africa - Ladysmith 
Sub-Centre on  27 
November 2016. 
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Africa - Ladysmith 
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November 2016. 
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Statues of Swami Vivekananda

The third Statue was unveiled by Revered Swami Bodhasaranandaji Maharaj 
at the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa - Newcastle Sub-Centre on 30 July 
2017. 

The fourth Statue was unveiled by 
Most Revered Swami Gautamanandaji 
Maharaj at the Ramakrishna Centre of 
South Africa - Chatsworth Sub-Centre 
on 18 November 2017.

The fifth Statue was unveiled by Most Revered Swami Gautamanandaji 
Maharaj at the Ramakrishna Centre of South Africa – Phoenix Centre on 21 
November 2017.
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With your Centre’s …service to the dispossessed and disadvantaged people of South Africa, I am 
satisfied that the Centre, in keeping with the teachings of your great master, Swami Vivekananda 
– “Service to man is worship of God” will find new meaning and expression in the implementation 
of the Reconstruction and Developmental Programmes (of South Africa).

Your direct involvement in the construction of classrooms, clinics and income-generating 
programmes are worthy examples of your concern for the underprivileged.”  

~ Dr Nelson Mandela (former President of South Africa) ~ 21 July 1995

The House of Commons of the British Parliament passed the following motion on 28 January 
2013 by the Early Motion 976, which was supported by its members:

“That this House, on the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, recognises the valuable 
contribution made by him to interfaith dialogue at international level, encouraging and promoting 
harmony and understanding between religions through his renowned lectures and presentations 
at the first World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893, followed by his lecture tours in the 
US, England and mainland Europe; notes that these rectified and improved the understanding of 
the Hindu faith outside India and dwelt upon the universal goodness found within all religions; 
further notes that he inspired thousands to selflessly serve the distressed and those in need and 
promoted an egalitarian society free of all kinds of discrimination; and welcomes the celebration 
of his 150th birth anniversary in the UK and throughout the world.”




